David Arnot

while honour, loyalty and valour, heroic love,
fidelity and mercy are inspired of God, whose
throne no rebel can shake, whose Kingdom
shall never end."

" But/' said Rusco, " I was bred to think
that we be each one accursed for the sin of Eve
in the Garden of Eden; and that the anger of
God tracks us down through the ages. So
have I inly rebelled against a God so pitiless
as to entail upon innumerable spirits a sin
sinned very long since."

David answered swiftly, "My heart tells
me that God who created heaven and earth is
Eternal Love and falters not, nor errs. Some
day, somewhere, all mysteries will be revealed
to us; all griefs transmuted, and all wounds of
the spirit healed."

Thus Ludovick would propound to David
the doubts which had erstwhile weighed heavy;
and one by one his fears were dispelled; till
he came to think of God no longer as a dreaded
inquisitor, insatiable in thirst for the blood and
tears of man, but as the glorious Eternal King
and Unchanging Friend who grieves for mortal
weaknesses and errors, and loves with infinite
patience and compassion every created being*

As the load was lifted from Ludovick's
mind, so his body gradually regained its normal
state, until at last there was no further need
for medicines or for the doctor's presence.
But before this result could be achieved there